{Continued from page 482.)
Assaults by prisoners in jail are occasionally committed without any provocation to test their self-control, and in these cases the object in view is often a desire to be transferred to another jail, as this procedure is sometimes followed when a prisoner commits a serious offence; or a desire to establish a name for himself amongst the prison staff that they might be induced to deal leniently with him.
The thief who most resembles the kleptomaniac, and by no means a very common (3) That the power of self-will, so far as it is possible to apply to it, should be used as the means to measure punishment by rather than the extent of the injury done.
(4) That, considering the state of a number of confirmed criminals, great care should be exercised in making due allowance for their incapacity, avoiding at the same time undue leniency which might be mistaken for condonation of their acts, or an encouragement to commit themselves again. The fact of a heavy punishment acting as a deterrent to crime is the best proof that a man is possessed of sufficient self-will to control himself and where self-will is wanting, no punishment will have effect.
If I may express a hope, it is that something may be eventually done to bring the law more into accord with medical opinion on the treatment and responsibility of criminals and accused persons.
